




























































“During the 2007 ice storm, 

most of us had a brush with 

homelessness – and felt powerless 

to change our circumstances. 

Many in our area must deal 

with this reality every day” 

Patty Van Weelden, Housing Assistant Director 

Ozarks Area Community Action Corporation  



Families in Poverty 

•  Springfield children are more likely to
 be living in poverty than two years
 ago. 

•  In 2007, 43.5% of students attending
 Springfield schools were eligible for
 the free and reduced lunch program,
 an indicator of poverty. That number
 was 40.7% just two years ago 



5-Year Growth 
in Free and Reduced Lunch 

Missouri       10.3% 

St. Louis City     0.4% 

Kansas City      2.4% 

Springfield     15.8% 



Economic Challenge of 
Springfield, Missouri 

Median home sale price (2006) Springfield, MO: 

  $124,800 

Median home sale price (2006) United States: 

  $221,900 

•  Income needed for median home: 

  $43,000 

•  Springfield households making less $15,000: 

  21%  

•  Children served by homeless shelters nightly: 

  300 



GlenCastle is an infamous civil 
war era prison converted into 
affordable loft apartments for the 
working poor.  

Abandoned as a prison in the early 
1900's, this symbol of inhumanity 
was recently transformed into a 
symbol of Atlanta's compassion for 
the less-advantaged.  

Today it is the most affordable, 
unsubsidized, well managed 
efficiency apartments in the city. 
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